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. -uell; no, I didn't end up collating OW46 an
the plane, buts..

...the "'speech', however {"You've heard the title;
now read the rest.") was finally started the
Thursday before Lone Star Con, segment-continued
here & at work thereafter, flair-continued on the
flight ... ang finally 'completed’ in an Austin
kitchen 24 hours before its delivery ... to 2
Vast Audience of 20 of my friends ... ang Karen,
who fiad been 'drug along' ... but who, neverthe less
was still spesking to me when she left Monday
(after having--Sunday nite--fallen asleep on my
bed...along with six or seven of my even closer

. «<but BEONR*I¥N*G ...friands. And Ray Thompson.)

What we have here, now, is basically a transcript
of 37 pages of Notes {plus 11-B thru 11-E]. The
Driginals are on Display in the Archives (at the
moment that pile...over there in that cormer) --
so you'll just have to accept that, other than
massaging scrawled lines into vaguely-paragraph
format, and cleaning up typoes (while surely
creating new ones) -- this is a more-or-less
accurate recounting of what I 'said' in Palmer
Auditorium, Friday afterncon, August 30, 1985.

.«.there was noc audio record; there will be no
Videos of this one ... and the memories of thaose
in attendance are suspect, uniess they agree with
what I write here...

Trust me.
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{8/22/85; 7:40pm]

I thought 1'd asked for an afternocon slot ... but obviously I forgot to specify "Fannish --

Time". I mean this 'thirteen hundred' nonsense is fine for devotees of all-night fandom
... but for the rest of us it's just a shade past breakfast ... and only neofans and
hucksters are about, I fear.

I also recall asking for Saturday afternoon ... but this is probably just as
well: li/pﬁﬁd/[f/dﬂt/df/lﬁé/#di/édflj ..err.,.it gives us a chance at a Golden Opportun-

ity —— convention programming that actually starts on time,..
...but if I didn't complain, my name wouldn't be Bill Bowers.
..and if I were to start at the beginning ... but no, I NEVER do that!
It is tempting to start with the End ... but that would be non-sequential, unfair,
and self-defeating ... and I am rarely more than any two of those three at a given time,
...and so, for the sake of simplicity (that, and a sudden lack of opening gambits),
let's start right about here with, uniquely, the title:
"gILL BOWERS' SECOND SEQUENTIAL POST-IGUANACON NASFIC SPEECH"
subtitled:

"Still Practicing, After All These Years"
and further modifieds:

A Tradition®

That last part, now was not in the version I furnished for the program listing, but rather a last-minute
add~on...

4nd that, in itself, may be traditional: I can't even type out my name twice in a row...without adding
a different descriptor each time.

Traditions...

«++50, what's a 'tradition'?
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ﬁ!eﬁcﬂmnry&tm lIiEBSTER'S NEW WORLD DICTIONARY OF -THE AMERICAN LMIGUAGES SecandColl@
Editim—sai'ﬁﬂ‘ntﬂlemdﬁms . _ ‘

. ...t .orig., a surrendar or betrayal. '
s -2, _-a) tha hending, doun orally of stories, beliefs, custems, etc. from generation to generaticn.
b) a story, belief, custam, proverh, etc. handsd down this way.. :
3. a lohg-sstablished custom or practice that has the effect of an wmitben laws specif., any of the
' usages of a school of ert or literature handed: doun through the genaretions and generally cbserved.

...w@lmammsmm}ingofwdsﬂntMemrdemmmmﬂmmwm
ewept, just porribly, wite mice end the Rosicrurians,
hhwﬂﬂsisﬂlva‘yﬁm,mdposdﬂy@mtml—butmhmmghemm&letﬂnﬁc&sget
in the Yay of what I'n trying to say...
...inoﬂuwds,Igmbbeddnmﬂmtof&dnairmﬁmbothminngmkitwﬂm
...ﬁatwemgcﬂ:ngwdthtodayisw.
‘ "A Tradition--a Fanniah Tradition—-is vhat I point at when I say the word,”

m’I‘mm&mmmmmmm"mm‘ sne wwvo,- ord.mlythe
cut-tekes of fans too creative to Smoff, . :

1 do kiiow that some attempts at ' creating' treditions simply haven't worked:s

For instance, at AUIOCLAVE One (the first convention for fanzine fans: an obligatory, de rigueus
podmingu!ithl}inmym&'ide)—inﬁum'seofevmm,1tuasdmcova'edﬁlatthedooratotheartﬂm
could not be locked for overnight setirity.

Imnmﬁvdy—lmnmﬂofdmlyMngagoﬁmmmﬂmdlmglw—ﬁwwmmeemmplﬂept
the Art Show open...all might; bothrdgms—amivirmallyemrymeatﬁlemnumderedin.atmtimor
another, ..and made NAMERADGES!IY :

...mtm*ImswomsyleemngPﬁleGlid@dmwtostmm——mm&mleptmmldng
up more: badges...and, furthermore...kept tuying the bloody things at the art auctions...

Mmmmmaﬂwfvnmmm(mﬂ,lm,mataﬁm
ane other convention) ...well, it just wasn't the same...

Itmsmemt,atnppa:ing...atﬂituasdeﬁrdtelymst butitd:m'tbmea’kadztim

&.@mpmme'mm’mmamdegwdmmwbmmmmwm
maintenance phases...? : ,
. Not necessarily,
‘lhleforaa@]eﬁwmylwﬂd—vidmmwﬁmmmtof@adan—applmmﬁwndeofﬂns

QDIE m mvocm mpta" "A '&Bﬂltim" ’ . : {81253 10230 pml .

Flaghback: ﬁnSHEdend, 1976000
MtSauuﬂayrﬁght late: ...mdasImndemdinmﬂtePhoexﬁxh.ddingaﬂ.te.DianeMd
said to me: e won ... congratulations...!t
«o.Slightly oanfused——for the first time in oy h.fe—-I responded- "lhat'a nice... (pause) orfor v.im:‘?"
“You meam,.." she said, "they didn't ask you...”!
For those of you who haven't been around forever. .PhoenixhadjustwmﬁmeI%Mcrldm
B .aﬂtadmm:meﬂﬂwlmsmbeﬂmm&mtof}hm :
...utﬂ.damsm.ce.ﬂﬂt:eting and, well—«elldeaerved—emept...mmetadmammmadng
me if 1'd like to do this little thing...
Immmmmmmtmmammofmmmm

~ to the best of my knowledge, every other Worldcon Guest of Honor—fan or pro—(as well as those at most other

oms)slmethehegunﬂngofﬁne,or'lhdcer }nsbemmmfomlmmgﬂmirmmmedinaﬂm

flyers...

»«probably my sole claim to fannish urdqueness: but just as well, that... HadGmg&Ontgommammﬂ
toﬁdngbefm*elmd...jwttlﬂ:ﬂc over the past nine years I'd had nothing to write, or spesk, about~except,
ch, siiffy, my days as a keypuncher for the U1.S, Aichn'ce...ormyrelatmﬂﬁ.psmthnamlessfennafans B

.lwhm'.i.ng...andlnwpotmtia]ly enbmrassing’ ) » .
Speskding of my “'spesldng”. .
Smtlyafterﬁigl*ﬂﬂ...rea]izmgﬂntinmdmm'sImﬂdIBvetomlﬁeaspeechin&mtof A
Harlan, God, and who-knows-else. ..y friend, Imh?e]dea(asdwmshminﬂxmdays)mﬁumﬂydaﬁded '
that oy speechifying needed scoe ...err... "work". :
Mmdetﬁsmmmﬁmmﬂnmlebadsofnyﬁn(mt'm)audmlymhﬂk



Appearance. ..
...that the previous January at ConFusicn where I thought things had gone rather well: I ascended the

stage, sat on a chair...and descended the stage 45 minutes later...without remembering a thing in between...

Leah decided that my Technique needed work, and initiated the Bill Bowers Practice Speeches.,.booking me
into conventions Far and Wide...

As I recall now, this consisted of the following two Marcons, one Autoclave, and a repeat of the second
Marcon speech at the 1978 MidWestCon.

Well-practiced, Labor Day Sunday; 1978...I stood in front of Harlan, God, and twelve hundred to two
thousand (depending on who you talk to) and made quote “The Best Worldcon Fan Guest of Honor Speech Mede By A
Tall Person In A Caftan' unquote & Copyright © by Ro Lutz-Nagey...

...and if anyone has any idea at all of where I can obtain copies of the video and/or audio recordings
of the Moment In My Life... ...I'd be most apreciative,

(After all, as George R.R. Martin & Mike Glicksohn [five weeks ago at Rivercon] said, endlessly,of their
mutually favorite Pro Guest of Honor...there's no use having a Public Forum...if yoir don't Use It. Fndlessly.)

{Had to do that: After all, George did mention me in his Rivercon speech.]

Sequeing back to the conclusion of this introductory portion — Hey! Don't yell at me ... THEY gave me an
hour-slot! —

..,and having realizéd a long time ago that Fannish Perfection is something attainable ONLY in my fan-
zines...

... kept right on Practicing my Speeches: Mostly at Marcons and ConFusions...

I even did one at the last Nasfic—God, that was six years ago: no wonder the furriners have been
getting restless.,.!

...and when there weren't enough conventions ... I titled my colum for Denise Parsley leigh's
Gaugmalicn — '"Bill Bowers' 'This Is Not 4 Speech'” ... and kept on going...

(Say ... mother-of-Megen ... just when is the next installment due...?)

«..Slow though I am to pick up on hints—I specialize in dismissing the obvious as being relevant—1I
still can't help noticing that ... while it hasn't been quite as long as the last Graymalkin ... it HAS
been 19 months since my last ,,. public ... Speech,

Furthermore. ..and this is a subject of somewhat greater concern...do you realize that I've had to pay my
own way to every convention {well, there was that thing in Toronto, 1980, but...] I've attended since Iggy?
That was in 1978 ... and 77 conventions ags....

Hey, guys...just because I'm Incredibly Important...and have been a Guest of Honor at a Worldcon ...
doesn't mean that I wouldn't be willing to stoop to being Fan Guest of Honor at YOUR convention...

...rates are reesonable ... and I can be.

vo.and, if you twist my arm, I'1l even make a speech.

...or, if you'd rather I didn't—:

But that'll cost you slightly more.

What the Hell ... this too is Famnish Traditional—after all, it worked for Asimov 's first Hugo....

Having thus firmly established that Bill Bowers Speeches are irdeed Traditional (without appending any
pejorative 'good' or 'bad' labels to same) ... and Should Be Continued ... let's ... just for fun ... and to
tweak a few presumptions ... let's briefly tilt at some five or six fannish 'traditions' ... at least as seen
from a slightly 'askew' point of view—

THE IMPETUS FOR THE "IRADITIONAL" thrust of this—1I needed samething to peg it on...came about at this
year's MidWestCon: _

On Saturday afternocn, the (hairman—a certain Mr. Wimpy Cave-In—approached me and said that’ it had
been pointed out to him that a Certain Individual had not paid the registration fee..,

+».and What Should We Do About It?

I made Inquiries ... being a Member of The Camuittee (at least I think I am) and was eventuaily told
that the fan had been given a ride to the convention, would not have been there otherwise ... and was too
Poor & Poverty Stricken to pay the $10.00.

...but, bur..., I saild to the fan's apologist's ... you just don't go to cons you can't afford to pay
at least the membership fee at...

"...it's,....it's.,.  traditional I I sputtered.

I really did.

-..5ay that,

»«.but perhaps I didn't actually sputter; just in-articulated....
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- Cave=in.

ey, I can relate, you kow: ImedtobePoor&vaerty-smdcen befmerecamemddle-nmmed&
thorcughly debt-ridden....

I ‘méen, - 1ike, ﬂnslm‘elsﬂleldﬁxddaffycmwmuml‘veattaﬁed andIhavealwayspaidmyway...
evmttmghI'mmd@ammfmmsmm&mwﬂme(mﬁmwx

+oawell, Truth In Advertising, Part Two...says that statement is not entrirely true:
: Imdmtmymmtaz&thr]II,mIWS—IstayedatGhde’sm mocmmt:t:ed «and
never went to ‘the Can' Suite or any Official Function,..

«-and at Conclave a fav years back [what year was it, Denise, v&mézeumadl&..?]uearmve]ate
Frithymgm; I vas sick, and by the time I-got Up & About Saturday afterncon, regisu'ationmsdosed ,
Neverﬂ:el&,Im:ghtmt&Offered...

The Chair said: "Registration is closed,. weinvem:ghtomleago&aotaveamppy.... .

SteveSinmmisaN:cePasm...evmifIdldvoteamustlﬂsmd&forﬂds&rmayl’lmetmyeam
agotlnsweekmd

Ialsodiﬂn'?:paymnherﬂupsatthe%ﬂmml&mtedat,xmﬂ'femocmslm'foasumsta'at...

" and didn't "mester enything, (Ofom.n'se.theseomdoneldi@'tevmatﬁml...b:tlet‘smtqlﬂ.bble...)

And, come to think of it, I guess I didn't pay a membership fee—in cash—for on,
...ao,areymwingtoeallmeaharfarﬁvewwaﬁom...Smtoflls?.... :

Itlsmybellefﬂmtmostcmaremtmcm]l——mstcmvemimsdomedymn‘mbez*sltlpfees. Most cons
are rum...end risked...by fans no more well-off than you; many times, less...

Nothing terribly heavy here,.. Ther are Circumstences, and if you can cut-e-deal with the con—coam by
offering to gopher, rmregl.stratmn, vhatever, before you show up...fine,,, Whatever warks: I've done it—
&S &n attendee...and as a con co-chairman, [...Ihaveit...wittmheremredﬂaironyeﬂowpapa'
earlier this months “After all, what is clout for, anpay?'] -

Just remember; Mcawmtimsarerm..mﬂﬁmmed.-..byfmsmstass&appedfarmdxasymor
T... I know you're going to find that hard to believe, mtmtinsmmtance,ywarejwtgodngtom
to Trust Me.

Someshat later the Imiimdml%w%d-l\bt—?ay—lhe—b'h.dwestca%nbersw.p approached me,

"Imﬂersrmﬁywvebemqwﬁmﬂ:gmymtpaymgﬂeregistmtimfee...?’
"Notme... ,Iaa‘:.d-—amipomtedthefm(hesaid mr—gende&epeciﬁca]ly)mtheﬁrectimcfm

'IheSecmxlTopic——-aocurdmgtomy'mmhm’ is the subject of "Fan Funds”. However, valor being slightly
akin to discretion...I've decided to save that 'til last, This way you can leave...or wait it out: .'].lsee
‘dmofymatelﬁse...mdﬂmeofymﬁmaresmplyhemforﬂze(}mp'ﬂmﬂs A
Nemes will be teken. ,
hﬂmmﬁm,]etslaveatmﬂnngahgtﬂysafa,andmaﬁﬂymrdemtlme t}tiswehkemi
««-the throwing of Cons against one another,.. ‘
[8/283 10345m]

WSIWH—ImmeWM ymlcm—-tlnsisarelativelyrecmtsmte....
...inﬂntmtsoverylmgago,mmludqmlnveasmas(ﬂﬂmnvmﬁmam...andsm—:

mmnths ... now this is not fantasy ... there were NRE,..
Imtklpmmdntﬁmmddmwaummmmﬁmmctm

«somaybe ... do you suppose? ... they did the unpardonablé—end published ...ghudder... fanzines...?
Mﬂat'stlnmt&ﬁmdﬁadiﬁm...mdsobackmthe&nvammm -

mmmmmmmtwmmm—mmmuymmmmmnw
sm&meinthemrld.
: «trouble is ... sometimes the world seems to have shrunk:
...ashl%%mhmomendedupoppomteSpacecm ...Iuasleest]mﬁmlled...wemtiedto
aspeczfmdate...anditmuredammerofpeopletofvhkeamws

1

we.u, I wrote the parenthaical remark--but I didn’t say it; must be gstting chicken in-me old ags.

Thete was a quibble; naturally. Not five minutas after I'd finished, Lesh saids ﬂ...but you didn't pay member-~
ships at the Corfusicns you uere at after being GoH.® I had thought of this when rereading what I'd written, '
before "speaking'--but it seemsd a minor point. Also: for several years the CFG 'assessed' membars a $15.00
armwal fee...the only visible benefit of which was we got to attend MidiestCon & Octocon 'fre8 .. Then there .
is the matter of 7 Spececans at which I've not paid a formal membsrship ... but, hayl, vho's counting...?

1 !
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...though a couple of fans stretched reason to the breaking point:

The Thursday before that two—con conflict, Bill Cavin drove the two hours from Cincinnati to Louisville to
attend Rivercon's pre-con party; Friday—he drove Joel Zakem the two hours back to Cincinnati...picked up the
pony keg of beer ... and drove the two hours on to Spacecon....

Sunday, Bill & Joel drove the four hours back to louisville for their dead dog party...

Now this type of behaviour hasn't been seen in the Midwest since Michael Harper was in his heyday, but ...
say, do you think this is the reason Cavin is getting to be Fan Guest of Honor at all these conventions ... and
nobody asks me anymore...? Truly, scmething to ponder om....

These things do happen; in our case there's no hard feelings, aud most of "us" went to Rivercon this year
...and some of them may come to Spacecon next year...

...but there's always been one weekend a year that's...well...sort of 'sacred’.

I was, again, less than thrilled—I was perturbed—when at LAcon Two a year ago, & or 5 fans came up to me
and asked why I was there (obvicusly they don't read my fanzine) instead of at my convention back in Wapakoneta.

..»and at least two of them were kidding.

Now, my Good & Dear Friend—4Ir. Michael Glicksohn—will not attend Nasfics because he will pot QUOTE
"...attend a convention scheduled opposite a worldcon." INGUOTE.

The next time you see fr. Glicksohn, you might ask him where he was last year, the very same weekend 1 was
attending the Worldcon for Mysterious Reasons. e might tell you that he was at a party...but that "party"

charged a membership fee and, for at least a porticn of the weekend, displayed a "WELOCME SP. " legend on
the marquee of a small Holiday Inn...
...y bloody hotel!

I have never attended a convention schedukled opposite a Worldcon. Last weekend I was home, running off a
silly fanzine...and belatedly starting on this silly speech.
I suppose those people putting on that thing in Milwaukee this weekend have their good reasons...l mean, I

read F4ide 770, too...but I can't help but wonder...
[8/28; a.m.]

Still—this isn't what prompted me to tackle this sub-topic...
Most of you will have heai'd of a convention called Corflu—the Convention for Fanzine Faps...
Well, I went to the second one earlier this year—and enjoyed myself very much...
And, since it is my intention to bid for the 4th Corflu—I made scme inquiries: into the Rules & Regula-

tions.,..and the developing traditions of Corflu's...

Now the reason I, and a number of others, didn't attend the first Corflu...is that it was scheduled the
same weekend as one of the largest [and at time, most popular) Midwestern conventions—

Among others, I talked to Ted thite—who was there representing the wmopposed Falls Church bid for Corflu
3. Ted told me that they hadn't finalized a date at that time—but they were thinking of iMarch..,.and, they
would Quote “Make every effort not to go up against any other regularly scheduled con.” Unquote—-

In June I received Corflu 3's initial 'fanzine'-—noted the February 1986 date...and said that I'd send in
the membership fee real soon now...

...and then, a week or two later, at Midwestcon, I overheard someone talking about Corflu—and its bei ng
schaduled against Boskone,..

I dunno... It's not likely to present any conflict for me: I enjoyed the one Boskone I attended—as much
as any Fast Coast con I've been toe—and I'd probably go to more...but only if I could afford to fly... But it
may make some of those located between the D.C. area and Boston Make A Choice. ..

Baring major life changes, I'm going to Corflu 3—I'm still bidding for #, you know—and will enjoy my-
self with some Good People who at least nominally share ane of my major interests—

-..but I can’t help but notice that I haven't been "promoting” Corflu 3 quite as much as I'd planned.

I'm sure that Ted and rich brown had just as good a reason as the people in Milwaukee—but I haven't read
it in Fele 770 yet.

Still—if T do get Corflu 4, in 1987—I guess it behooves me to be very, very careful in picking ocut a
weeleend for it!

I tell you, it wasn't like this in the old days...

-+.the Traditions ... they are crnumbling about us.

«+.DID T SAY A NASTY WORD up there?

3 Arter returning home, I reread DESK SET GAZETTE One for the first time since its arrival in Jung...asnd I
see they do 'expci]ain' their choice of weekends...but Bill Cavin is the only person around here who gets

'holidays' like President's Day. And they say they're not opposite "...any other con a fanzine fan might want
to attend." Gee, you mean there are NO fanzine fans left in NESFA-land? I still think it was a bad move...
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Fanzirm....l?
Youi«mv&atafanzmeis don't you? Itsw}ntlpmntatv&mIsay..
"Ilwy“a'emymtrymtofamim .and I'm still practicing at them, too, after all these years...
- I'"H put 'em down, skim most of the cnes that come in..,and once a decade write a letter ofccmmnt.-_
But they are ane of the things that I do and, rumor has it, one of the two things I do best.

Speechmaldng, T hate to disillusion you, is not the second. [Qﬁ.tepo&ibly,procrasmﬁtimis....] d
hxtthere'smeﬂﬁngttat’shmedmforaslmgas?vebﬁmdmngﬂze&nngs and it is a few fans

' uhowﬂl say:

"Fanzines should be available to fans for free...; I've NEVER paid for .a fanzine!" :

Vell, T'have, off and on, for almost 25 years... It wasn't that long ago that I subscribed to a mumber of
fanzines. Andevenmw.Ist:iJlIayforFL&a 770... [Tho I'm getting my money's worth today... ] :
It is true, es it should be, tlatnnstfanwm—imludmgmyam—mmlyavmlablefarmother

than cash...
I've traded with Dick Geis' htt]ettmgfora]nnstmmtyyeam.mdwﬂlehﬁedtépayforywmm

.tpvm'tfm'adecade...andsullgetevexyismemt-oif%mess

'Ihetmde/barter/favor/wtntever system tlntmkesupfandommhmderﬁlim.amlitm
MtsapngﬂntynuveNE\FEIPAIDforafmxzimmmtmml am:i.tdoesmtmndntymare
a'ﬁ’ufm..
Allit?neansmtl*atymamclmp... .
..and probably go to conventions without pay:.ngthensnba‘slnpfee...

NOW THAT'S A RATHER HARSH STATEMENT. . N Y CR
..lmtltsmel'llsi,gnmymneto...bothhere and\dmxtappearsmpr:i.nt
- You know...I wonder about some things— -

ﬂwigslike...atmtjmumemmstwymdfwMatrea%@malsst@pedwﬂEﬁm and

. P

- began sending them into battle?

. Little ivondes like: &wcmmmebeagamstabmﬁm...hxtmfamrofcapltalpmﬂslmt?

»ooOr Vice -versa? '

ﬂmrgsh!edeyﬂdemsmeﬁed@&ﬁmgm@selyﬂmt&rry(bldmtac&mmmm Things
lﬂekamldReaganlBsﬁeedmcdyﬁtemmmbaoflmtagﬁJlmyCﬂterdld

I wonder: e™vut fome things...

h}wjustvdmitbmamfasim'nhlemﬁandanmdoﬂﬁngsmﬂmmoffm...mdtl'm_mcos:gl
ymrlmetottm

Hoa:marea'deltim—ineva'ysmseofthamdmmﬁmdm Andtl‘atsasitsmﬂdbe.theyama
form of creative expression, and.can be a Iot of fin...

Butsmettﬂngsammj:hoams smnﬂmxgsaresmmne(orsmemm)mrg-affm,itappmrs.evma
score,  ...or perhaps a lack of a 'score'.

Mmmmmoﬁxﬁmmmmmms—mmmmﬂHtOﬁmﬁum
trm:o;ﬂmmsofmop:l.lﬁmsinmmm

ﬁnsbldsmﬁmﬂmywmislhﬂmmhsm orI.eahZa}des&uim...

...andtheoatchisthatymregmngtogetsaneofﬂntrespmseinthefmmofﬁdimlearﬁahﬁe
Ywdm't!nvemhken_ymudﬂwdertmsmmemmmphmlymammmmdm - but
youregomgtohavetoexpectlt. Rldn.wleandabuseareas'famﬂah'-emastmdiﬁmmlwas@bwam

...aslmgasthesmnteofmendmﬂeandabuseisadmw

Now, Leah, Im&m@taMﬁusfmmnne...mlavemwﬁemhumtlatmwddmgvas'
a Quote "Fanmish Event" Unquote,

In my opimion,

Notbecwsesmeimsweremlt—-butfort}wsmp]efacttlatymsem}ﬁleeGlya'aniJmtatioutoit...

, Namofmhttebh@stdnmmmmmmwmtwsdmlmanommmmofm

of Mike's prejudices—and how they are reflected in his pages. They are not subtle, :

Beﬂntasitmay...mnlsmwnemﬂmeMesthasﬂzegwnptimandgetwp—and—gotodosuneﬂmmg
WmﬂmmemﬂwMWﬁmN&sﬁmﬁmmﬁnmwﬂmW&
770 isthe_y_regnﬂarlyscheduledgamewevegot—andmspateofitshxamshmtcaﬁngsandfoﬁbl@...lts
a lot better than nothing,..

+sobut. one thing is traditional, I.aah...andymstmﬂdhavelam v&nenymsendmydn.ngtoefaneda.tor—am

_in particular to a newszine editor..

, ...mttonmtjmanammed:Mryoumdpmvdwdmmdmmtw—



Fanriish traditionally, speaking.
( % [8/28; 9:50am)

Yes, I thought iitke's "Report” on the wedding was a bit much—two pages—but it must have been a slow news
nonth. . .or perhaps he hadn’t gotten any phone calls from Colunbusites [past or present] for awhile..,

But in the end, Iike didn't do anything you shouldn't have expected him to do. You may not like what he
does—but he is consistent...in itself a rarity in fandom.

+«.but as for his "sources”—unnamed—well, we've determined what I think of that practice. ,..but in
this case, it wasn't that hard to figure out who they were, was it now?

I mean, when the 'report’ contained a direct quote—something about traditionalism, now that I think of it
~and that quote was heard in the original context by four fans, and—

Well, I didn't write or call Mike—and you know who the other three were,.. So...

The fact that the Quote was entirely mis-attributed as to the source—when printed—is, in retrospect,
ironically the most amusing part of the entire thing...

...but then—T've never said F.ife 770 was accurate...just regular,

...as for the other thing—which I will not dignify by naming: I camn only say that it made the entire "Topic
A" brouhaha seem like a berchmark in fanmish behaviour & fellawship.., : v

Your wedding had its problems...but none insurmountable—I was there—and neither it, nor you & Dick—
deserved this.

...my contempt for those who generated that piece of crap...words of more syllable fail me... I guess
I'd be just as happy if oy [eAdfdidé if T never know who did it...

I'd really hate to be disillusioned,

You see—1"ve know Harlan for over 20 years—and I've known Leah for over ten...

They are two people—and here comes the understatement of my—and possibly yours—life, . .who are very
firm in their convictions,..

.«.but the one thing I can't help but having noticed over the course of my acquaintanceship with Harlan,
and my friendghip with Leah—is this:

No matter how unpopular their stances...; no matter how, at times, wrong-headed they were (believe me, I
know!)...; --neither has ever, to my knowledge, failed to state what they believe, nor to acknowledge whatever
it is they have done to impliment those beliefs.

They have accepted the responsibility for what they do—

.-.and have been willing to sign their name to their lifes,..

—and that is something I admire in people. ...and try to emilate in my own imperfect way.

The Practice Sessions are not restricted to speeches.

{Leah—Treally didn‘t mean to get into your personal life to this extent...
.+.but then, you are the one who gave me an hour to fill..,]

ACCORDING TO THE ‘"OUTLINE®, the next topic is, simply: ——naming “names’.

1 wonder what perverse urge was in its ascendency when I wrote that...?

It is a topic on which I have had things to say— ...but some things are, I guess, better restricted to
fanzines,

...don't you just hate it...when people do things like that?

BE THAT AS IT MAY—

It's Showtime:

The first topic on the outline, but the last for today—

«s.gee, there's this many of you left? Vultures! -~is again two words:

Fan Funds.

(deep breath) [it sez here in parentheses}- {8/285 7om/Delta]

The past year has not been fandom’s finest hour.

I chose to sit it out...as much as possible for somecne who knew most of the principals (on both sides);
.».as much as possible for someone who had friends on all sides.

I sat it out for a variety of reasons:

a) I had other things to do.

b) T had been through something all to similar in the mid-gsixties.. (Perhaps this is what caused Eric
Lindsay to refer to it as my “world-weary’ bypassing of the melee.

¢} I'm basically chicken. I saw early on that while indeed there were issues to be raised & points to be
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uade-—tlntﬂustdmmfmﬁghmﬁﬂmpdnmtwblmt—mbewmﬁddngﬂﬁiaﬂstﬁpm...
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4) ‘IhelmgerIgotlnsfannishroad,themoreIhavetopegnwfarac—atlmstﬂnepuh]icpornmaflt
~~to the words of the immortal Buck Coulson: UIF it ain't fun,..fuck it!¥, -
«..and none of Topic A was fun. For me.

Ga,d‘angeshavebemwrwght.asaformrTAFmeer,IreoelvedapmtecalllastweekfrmTeraﬁa

~ Mielsen Hayden...to discuss the consensus that she, Patrick, and a large mmber of previous TAFF wimers were

coming to. We. tslked, I made a few suggestions.. «and soon enough we'll see the results in printed form...
m':dsmew:ﬂllﬂcetlm . and some will not ... this is the Tradition of fandom .. and this is the way

itdnﬂ.dbe.aslmgaaﬁmlﬂ@s&dlslﬂwsmecmﬁnedmﬂeisa&-mﬂmtﬂwhlemwdmhmm.
. seosilly me! - \

Idmum...myheltmllheabettermrldbyhavmgameff:.cimt...amrecodiﬁedTAEF
Extatthemstafﬁnthswrwghtlt? I remain unconvinced.

At one point.. afmrd:m:sﬂngandwdﬁ]esmplydnamng Teresahrdceinandaaid 'MyGod' .ymacma]ly
talk with ellipses!™ ' ) : , P R ,_
1 ldke that. '
I'menlyscnytlntittookallofwd'ntmtmtoprm:ptmgi‘eresascall...fwhert:oﬂ.ndtlntout.

Pbeachlnveourwnfmdm this is a given.

ﬂy_fandan:.satonalamrdw mwaichtlﬂ.ngsgetsdm andgoalsareadﬂeved lmtmtmbly
efficiently.

[As I write these words, thep]mwmltsdescmtmlhlhs/&.wormmandatﬂnsparﬁmﬂarmﬂm
lastttunglneedlsamtimﬁlrmmnfm‘bmngmﬂnsspmeattl‘nsi:ne...aramttm—mtwtofmﬂ
tions for getting here.]

- My fandam is not terrihbly tidy—end it has more than a few bugs in the system,

-but:.flhant"orgnizatlm" 1'11 go elsevhere,

* End of Sermon— _

Beginning of Fan Funds: Parl:’I‘wo

.couhere it gets personal. {8/284 ron]
'Iheteareﬂadltimsﬂmefanfmdsammemed—mtamhtradlums,as\dﬂllife—fmmandcmcmm.
are mitable, -
Q:eofﬂmuadlumwusdmbeﬂatwhmsmmnestmdfwafanfmﬂ—ﬂmymadedmdom._
This is ene tradition that, to my knowledge—is still about 50% valid; or am I being optomistic?
Amﬂneruadlum...lmpposemmttm-lsﬂlatmmehasmamﬁm,medoem‘tnmagam
ywmbabiyseevdmel‘mmng..buthwtogetmere
ammpnmhthbamdldi:ﬂeedwmtmwB?Worldcmlastmd@ﬂ [It-.did.]
Ml'vealbtldymuonedt}ntldld"mn"TAFFm.inacmahtyltwasaoo-win,ldidmtg)...h:t

f

- a TAFF-delegate did go to Britain that year,

Myreasonsﬁormtgomgsemed,atmetme,vaJJ.d—butz_fanymehasaproblenwithtlﬂt...Il'avem
problem with them, Really... (I'1l just never speak to them again.) ‘
- vieand I vas prepared to be cool: But when I've already read—eggin, intheunstreomt?de 770 (I
think I should get a free sub from Mike, aftera]ltluspositivepublimty)—&natBur!&fﬂBareah'eady
standing far the 1987 TAFF race...
Yell,:
ﬂml%?bbrldomrﬂmeveritis—udﬂmkﬂnﬁthmmmaﬁmyﬂmt&“wmﬂm amlI'dsort
of 1like to go to it. ...wherever it is.
Inctlmumﬂs,ﬁsmemereallytmstedmyam..oh.abwttmsfar
Iccnﬂ.dprohahlybepersnddtostmdform Again,
. We'll see, ' '
._Andz.fallocftlnsdwuldccmabout,well Imﬁerstandttnttlmcmﬁndateistopmvideap]atfmm...
Mine,..if only to prove indicitive of the sericusness with which I am approaching all of this—will
probably include a brief 1isting of my fanmish credits and, as a tag Line, the clincher that no other known
canfidate could match,..
Andﬂmtmﬂntl'mﬂlemlyme‘nmmgmmdomvmﬁmmm—elheitmtatﬂmt:ine—withhoth
Avedon Carol and Jackie Causgrove, survived...and count both as friemds.

T suppose there will be a Nasfic in 1987 also [there will ba; inPhneni.x, of .all places!]—e:ﬂifIdm'tgo

‘tolihgland...orpossihlyevmﬁldo—



But, even if no one there asks for THE TIHRD SEQUENITAL...

...well, should the Columanitti bid succeed [given that Cincinnati is a separate City-State] — it is
my present intention to bid for the 1988 Hasfic. ...to be held in Columbus, Ohio.

In any event, you'll probably be hearing from me again-—in this context or another...even if you do
manage to avoid my fanzines!

Thank you... [BILL BOWERS § Austin, Texas § 8/29/85]
VAV VYV TV ViV Ve VAV AV VAV VeV Vava VaVa VY VaVaVAVaVa Ve VaVavaVAVaVaVaVaVaVa G VaVa i VaVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVA VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVA VAV

.+»if for nogther reason than to simply follow the bouncing ball, you really should be getting FILE 770. It
is $4. for 5 issues, from MIKE GLYER, at 5828 Waodman Ave. #2, Van Nuys, CA 91401.

CORFLU III will be held Feb. 14-17, 1986, in McLean, VA, Attending memberships [including the banquet] ares:
$25.25, Writes CORFLU III, c/o New Decade Productions, Box 409, Falls Church, YA 22046. § Despite my carping
earlier on, you should--if you consider yourself any sort of a fanzine fan at all--seriously consider doing
this little thing! I'll be there...and I promise not to make a speech... WAIESS Adudesifs

o-sand, if you are at all interested in another of the topics 'discussed’ aboves TAFFLUVIA #2. "This issue
free to those North Americans who voted in the last TAFF race, and available to anyone else fer an SASE..."
from PATRICK & TERESA NIELSEN HAYDEN at 75 Fairview #28, New York, NY 10048. § The onme thing that I found
Uinteresting" is thaot it has already been decided that the winner of the 1987 TAFF race will go to Ea%ﬁercon
rather than the Worldeon. Since the entire reasan for my 'proposed’ candicacy was to celebrate my 25
Anniversary...this leaves me in a slight quandry. § Uho knows...? Maybe 1'11 stand for DUFF...and TAFF...win
the Lottery & Discover Fiscal Responsibility--and 'do' all three...plus Phoenix & CORFLU IV... ¥sigh#*

I don't accept phone calls from Jackie Causgrove anymore,

.sseverytime I do, it ends up costing me a hundred bucks. Or more.

Usually it's because something’s On Sale at Quill. Usually. This issue was to
have been out for Contradiction, last weekend, On Friday, 27 Sept., Jackie called to
tell me that the mimeo we’d acquired earlier this year had...blown up., We are now the
proud owners of a "newer' used Gestetner--for only $200. I°1l see it for the first time
this afternoon, Meanwhile, Daveis wondering what to do with the two former mimeos,..

But Jackie's crowning achievement is this:; On my return from Austin, she presented
me with a clipped newspaper advert. .++t0 keep it short:

Leah Zeldes Smith has a Sears Electronic Communicator. Dave & Jackie: a Communica-
tor 2. ...and now, for $20. less than the '2° cost last fall--I sit in front of my tv/
vcr {(ala Don D'Ammassa) with an Electronic Communicator 3...with full-line correction
CALEDY N/ AEENLL) . . .centering. . .Right Margin Flush...computer compatible {for only $200.
more)...and with six print wheels...but--DAMNIT!...no italics...

The Selectric--and its 14 elements--remains in the bedroom.

...future issues will probably be typographically B*U*S*Y: but I'll have fun!

It was arquably the most foolish thing I’ve done g¢ fd¥ in 1985, But I was overdue: the
Selectric was purchased in the Summer of 1969...
Interestingly enough, in the interim between ordering this machine,..and picking it
up, I received a postcard from someone who was insturmential in that 1969 purchase:
"Dlease remove me from your mailing list. I am no longer interested in receiving your fanzine."
Despite this, and Everything Else this year, late one night in a modest house in Niagara
Falls, I stated, with some firmness that, no, I do not believe in predetermination...
ceobut I must admit that my evidence for this thesis is less than empirical.

««»1 have betyeen here...and the delta fence...to finish ups

At the moment...I have no 'plans' for a3 con before Corflu. If, however, you should see me at Eonclave,
or at Chambanacon...or ConFfusion--for some odd reason, do be kind. You know how these things go...t

Next Issue...? Uell, I have a nice pile of letters... Somehow, I expect more. ---Bi8F Bowers
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QUTWORLDS 47 -~ Published and {this time] Written bys:
BILL BOWERS § 2468 Harrison Ave. § Cincinnati § OH § 45211 § {513] 481-3826

Available by Editorial Whim. Or: This Issue & #48--31. ea. 0OW49 {the Anpish): $2. pre-publication/1-15-86.
{A Listing of available back issues was tun in OW4B3 it, also, is $1.] § My Publication #1144 § [1D-13-85]
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««+if someone came up to }oﬁ, and offered you a slot on a future gpace shuttle mission...

would you be at all interested?

eveif so--if you had a.chance at something you'd dnly dreamed about/never thought
possible in your lifetime--added to it the factors of getting to spend a week in relative \

" luxury and w;th your friends, all for a rather staggering initial outlay (until you get-

around to con31der1ng what it will get you) on your part.,.would you go for it?
' Okay. now that we've established just what kind of a_fan you are--let's not dicker

‘over the price: Would you work for something like thzs...?

There's been a dearth of innocous f£*u*n things in fandom recently. voodlt least from where
I perceive.

oosand just when I run across something that I thznk is neato-keen, 1f a bzt outland-
ish, "they' go and try and take it away from me. Not the actuality (that is iffy, and a
ways off in any event)...but some seem reluctant to grant me even the possibility that at
last there exists a worldcon bid,..the mere concept of which is crazy enough to appeal to
the flights aof whlmsey and imagination that drew me to science fiction in the first place.

You know me: I always take the easy way out, and these days I'11 ret:eat and sidestep
simultaneously toravoid *shudder* Fan Politics---but in this casé I™thinK I'll have to
register A Protest, {Probably not logzcal. but hopefully mild; unless/unt11 one .1988 bid
is forced off the Atlanta ballot,.]

According, to Fifle 770:55: "uo of the four publ:.cized 1988 biddars filed their official papers-
through Aussiecon 2, St. Louis and 'Germuda Friangle in '88'." I heard at Lone Staxr Con that the New
Orleans folks got their papers in 'late® but they'd been *accepted' anyways...ASFEriifds. .
No word here .onr the status of the misnamed Cincinnati in '88 bid...but then, can you really
expect a bid that can't get it together enough to bridge the hundred miles between their
committee and ‘their reluctant ‘host' city capable of dealing with mere paperwork...? (An
unnecessary Editorial Intrusion, perhaps...they do seem to be trying...)

DATELINE 8USTIN, Labor Day Weekend, 1885: ...which 1988 Werdcon bidders stopped the...erT...'leader!
of an SF club; and reputadly offered him, if they wan, a 'fres' suite for his club at the 1888 Worldcen
—-if the ntzm? would urge some of the more vocal critics in his club their bid to,
#fect... Cool It'. [No Names Were Offered...but in the meantime, if Mike & esnick and Dave

: Lnnka could kindly control their laughteri..)

Hey gang...it's’ only fanac. We all Do Our Thing, and I suppose it's only inevitable that
there is a segment of fandom that will cream at the drop of a Site Selection Ballot, but
then I do some pretty strange things with my Labor Day Weekends myself: of the past'24, I
spent one-&-a-half in the Phillipines, one here in Cincinnati, one at a Wilcon, two at
Nasf;cs...and fourteen at Worldcons; the remaining four were Long AgO,. . .unremembered. ..

' Aa far as I now know, I'll be in Atlanta next year...and I'd really lika to go tc
Brltaln in 1987. I have no. objection to going to Boston in 1989...and I retain the hope
that someone #AWfydi#¢ in the Pacific Northwest will bid for 1990--but if not, I suppose I
can find my way back to L.A, one more time..., .

As for 1988...1I've been to St. Louis in the Summer. Thank you, very much,

* I live in Cincinnati in the Summer., Thank you very much.

...and my conception of New Orleans in the Summer is the same...only momster. *gigh*
Sounds like a good time of the year for a cruise to me...!

I am not on the Bermuda Triangle In 'BB bid committee; I was not asked. Had I hbeen, they
would have gotten the same answer someone else got just last weekend (concerning a later
year): "I don't do those things anymore..." (Tho, perhaps, in the 908...when Cincinati®s
Convention Center might finally be completed...) -
None of this is Official, nor has it been cleared/checked w1thanyone elsge, Just Me,as
I spent a fair amount of time, two nights in Austin, at the Cruisecon party g¢7dg#
fHe rivédy. I statipned myself next to the punch bowl: the punch and the company were both
pleasant.
++.and, as fans wandered in, either because they'd heard about the. punch, or simply
because it was "“a party", asked what it Was All About...and had it explained;
. ++eit’s been too long since I*ve seen that many- pairs of -eyes 11terally light up at
an idea...and the merest possibility that it might come to pass. _
«..who back there mentioned Sense of Wonder? ,..you? ‘Come on aboard! - -

. ~ ) 3
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+++lt was about this point in the proceedings that I began hearing, there and about,
that even though the appropriate paperwork had been filed and accepted by the required
time,..the Powers That Be decided the Bermuda bid should be removed from Atlanta‘'s ballot,

se.80me little thing about Rules & Regulations,

Little in the way of names were attached to these "Powers", but it was inferred that
they were mainly Nesfans and.,.

Well, a couple of names were put forth: Bruce Pelz and Craig Miller had, I was told,
declared the Bermuda bid to be “"elitest”.

Now while Bruce might call me that, 1 have time-in-grade on Craigq. Nevertheless, I
am an eliteat~-even if the bid isu't--pure and simple: I've paid my dues.

seontow I dontt know from Bules & Reqgulations, Well, I do...and, yes, I do understand that
when dealing with the Big Bucks that Worldcons have become, certain parameters do have to
be established. But when someone Plays The Game, incorporates & fills out the Forms...and
then is prejudged invalid on the basis of a technicality...,

I don't know of anyone asking for preferntial treatment for the Bermuda bid...just,
at this stage it be allowed on the ballot., ...and let the bid that the fans want most win,

~..and aa for the carnard that the cruise would be out of the range of the average
fan: as near as I can figure, it'll be remarkably close to what it cost me, in 1984, to
spend a4 week in southern California,..and attend LAcon Two. Nevertheless, since Neafa is
known for its oryanizational prowess, and the LAcon folks have all this ieftover cash to
distribute Y“for the good of fandom!...and should the Bermuda bid win in a fair test of the
fan ballot box--perhaps the two groups could get together...and make the cruise affordable
to "the average fan", All it'd take is a little positive thinking, Pof £ ¢Rdndes

I don't know abogg;you, but 1'd like the chance to take that boat ride! ...Bif¢7 10/13
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